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Executive Summary

BACKGROUND
Introduction

AIDS, caused by the HIV virus is the most devastating epidemic of today. Today some
37.8 million people (range: 34.6-42.3 million) are living with HIV and among them about
2.1 million {range: 1.9-2.5 million) are children under the age of 15. Bangladesh, being
one of the world’s highly densely populated countries, and being surrounded by HIV high
prevalence countries, is highly susceptible to AIDS transmission. SMC, in addition to their
various products and traditional sales and marketing efforts, launched an innovative social
marketing campaign during most of 2003 aimed at creating awareness within a Primary
Target Audience (PTA) about HIV/AIDS prevention, a Secondary Target Audiences {5TA),
who are the current and potential condom retailers in 30-targeted areas of SMC's and for
Tertiary Target Audience {TTA), who are the "key influencer" for the policymakers.

The campaign for the FTA has screened three cinema spots at 145 cinema halls in 30
targeted areas. Within the campaign for STA, over 5,000 retailers were trained to
generate support about the campaign and reduce inhibitions from pro-actively selling

condoms to the PTA. Thus to assess the impact of the campaign SMC awarded ACNE the
present study.

Objectives
The study objectives were as follows:

U To examine the impact of PTA campaign among the population of high-risk behavior
whao were exposed to the HIV/AIDS prevention campaign.

O To examine the impact of STA campaign among the retailers who received training on
HIV/AIDS prevention to generate support about the campaign and reduce inhibition
from pro-actively selling condoms to the PTA.

O  To explore the impact of the tertiary campaign of two TVCs which were screened in BTV
and other satellite channels for substantial time to create awareness among the
tertiary group on HIV/AIDS prevention.

Methodology

ACNielsen Bangladesh (ACN) carried out the present study, which included two

approaches, viz. quantitative and qualitative surveys. Trained interviewers interviewed

three types of target audiences by using structured and pre-tested questionnaires.

Additionally, FGDs were conducted among the three types of respondents.

The survey continued from June to August, 2005.

FINDINGS

RESPONDENTS’ PROFILE

Primary Target Audience (PTA)

O A total of 810 respondents among the seven types of primary target audience

were included in the study. About one-third of total respondents had secondary
level of education and 38% of them were unmarried.

I ACNielsen Bangladesh
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Secondary Target Audience (STA)

O A total of 302 retailers were included in the study and 92% of them were selling
condoms during the time of survey. As the benefit of the SMC training, by and
large all the respondents mentioned ‘increased knowledge of HIV/AIDS (97%),
'knowledge of STIs" (74%) and 'don’t feel hesitant to tell others to sell condom’
{10%).

Tertiary Target Audience (TTA)

O A total of 400 tertiary target audiences were contacted for the survey and among
them 90% were males and 10% were females, The groups of respondents included
community leaders, religious leaders, associate members and government officers,

O The media exposure of the tertiary aroups indicated that &7% of them watch
television everyday while 74% of them listen to radio less than once in a weaek,
Howewver, 84% of them reported that they read newspaper daily.

KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS AND STIs
Primary Target groups

o Literally all of them had heard about AIDS. Majority of them (60%) reported AIDS
‘as a deadly disease’ followed by 'death is inevitable for an AIDS patient’ (43%)
and 'there is no cure for AIDS' (27%).

O  As the ways of transmission of AIDS, the responses included "if condom is not used
during sex’ (70%), ‘having sex with C5Ws' (67%), ‘having unprotected sex with
people living with AIDS" {55%), ‘transfusion of blood from AIDS infected people’
(54%), 'using syringes or needles used by others' (38%), etc

a3 The mostly mentioned way of prevention of AIDS by the total FTAs was condom
use (86%) followed by avoiding sex with CSWs {64%), screening blood for AIDS
before transfusion (56%) and abstaining sex with anyone other than spouse
(48%).

O About STIs, 99% of the total PTA found to be aware, which ranged from 98%
among the day labors to 100% among the rickshaw pullers, petty traders,
uniformed men and businessmen. As the names of STIs the PTAs mentioned
gonorrhea (76%), syphilis (71%) and cancer/ulcer (12%).

Secondary target Audience

O According to the STAs, the ways of prevention from AlIDS included 'condom use
during every sex’ (92%), 'screening blood for AIDS wirus before transfusion’
(56%), to aveid having sex with CSWs' (54%)°, ‘Abstaining sex with partner other
than spouse’ (39%) and 'If it is not possible to use new syringe and needles each
time, it should be sterilized’ (34%).

Tertiary Target Audience

o When asked about the ways of transmission of AIDS, an overwhelming proportion
of them (96%) reported that ‘unsafe sex with people living with AIDS’, The other
responses included the follows:

s ‘Transfusion of AIDS infected blood' (79%)
o 'Sex with CSWs' (74%)
= ‘Using needles or syringe used by others’ (64%)

1) ACHNielsen Bangladesh
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Q

‘Having sex with more than one partner (46%)

‘If condom is not used during sex’ (42%)

"UUsing needles or syringes used by others without sterilization’ (33%)
‘From mother to child, during pregnancy, delivery or breast feeding’
(199%).

= 2 @ a

Regarding the ways of prevention of AIDS, the respondents under tertiary target
group by and large reported of 'abstinence of sex with partner other than spouse’
(93%), 'screening blood before transfusion’ (77%), 'avoid sex with CSWs' (73%),
‘use condom at every sexual act’ (61%) and “using unused or non-sterilized syringe
aor needles’ (50%).

According te the TTAs, the pecple who are more vulnerable to contract AIDS
infection included ‘bus drivers or truck drivers” (57%), ‘sex workers' (18%),
‘rickshaw/van pullers’ (7%), ‘day labors’ (7%, "students’ (3%), etc.

AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF AIDS CAMPAIGN

Primary Target Audience

O

Almost all of the PTAs {98%) acknowledged that they have seen/heard any of the
ads about AIDS in the last two years. OQutdoor media was seen by about 70% of
the respondents while spot of AIDS about "Cinema Hall” was mentioned by 11%:.
As the sources, bill board (64%), television (44%), in the cinema hall (12%), in
the backside of a rickshaw {119%), etc, were reported.

Those who had seen the spot on ‘cinema hall’, 44% spontanecusly reported
‘becoming impotent’ while 29% mentioned 'a boy and a girl go to the cinema hall
to watch cinema and during the interval of movie a doctor is shown to talk about
STis and AIDS' as the issue. Almost all of them (97%) agreed with the aided
qguestion on the message "“STI results infertility and impotence”.

The respondents were asked about the benefit for them after seeing the campaign
and more than one-third of them (35%) responded that they have become more
careful  after seeing the campaign. Less than one-third (27%) further
acknowledged that they use condom during sex while similar proportion (26%)
reported they have learned about STIs. However, a handful of them (2%) admitted
that after having seen the campaign they have stopped having sex with CSWs,

The respondents exposed with outdoor media confirmed the messages
spontaneously as "Jouno rog-e ache bhoy, Baper beta condom foy” (36%); “Lagba
bazee” (30%), "a boy, a girl and a condom’ (22%).

All the respondents exposed with the AIDS campaign pronounced the follwing
benefits:

'T have become more conscious’ (389%)

‘T have become more careful about STIs' (22%)

'T myself use condom’ (18%)

'I came to know, we need to use condom when having sex' (14%}

Tertiary Target Respondents

2

Amaong the respondents, 79% had seen or heard of any AIDS campaign in the last
two years. Among them 439% reported outdoor media “Lagba Bazee”, 6%
mentioned “"Danger signal number 10" and 5% said “"Cyclone”.

i ACNielsen Bangladesh
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o A large majority (74%) of the responses reported of taking initiative about
preventing HIV/AIDS. The initiatives included ‘Informed all about the issue in a
meeting’ (49%), ‘"Made people aware of the disease’ (34%), etc.

INFORMATION ON SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AND CONDOM USE
Primary Target Respondents

0  An overwhelming proportion of the respondents reported that a person of their age
can easily buy condom from a shop (26%). About 70% had suggested someone to
use condom to protect from STls.

O  Out of the total respondents, 75% had had sexual experience during the time of
the study. Among the sexually active respondents, 29% had used condom during
their first sexual encounter. Those who did not use condom at first sex mentioned
‘lack of knowledge about the need for condom use’ (49%), 'Did not feel necessary
(21%)’, 'Did not know that diseases transmits through sex without condom (10%),
etc. as reason for non-use,

O Mare than one-third of the sexually active respondents (39%) had used condom at
last sex. More than 80% of the respondents who had last sex with CSEWs used
condom at their last sex.

Secondary Target Respondenis

O  About B0% strongly agreed that during condoem selling, salesperson should not
differentiate the buyer according to his marital status. Similarly, 80% of them
strongly disagreed to the statement “should not sell condoms to unmarried young
people and youths”.

O  Around half {51%) of them strongly disagreed on "should not sell condom to young
boys’. On the other hand, more than half (52%) strongly agreed that profession of
CSWs should be seen with humanity. Literally all of the retailers agreed upon
‘using condom during sex with CSWs’,

o Almost all of the retailers agreed that they don't have any objection to sell
condoms to wvulnerable people. Moreover, little more than three-fourths (76%)
strongly disagreed that they ‘feel hesitant to sell condoms’,

o About two-thirds of the retailers encouraged other sellers to sell condoms. A higher
proportion had discussed about the role of condom for prevention of STIs and
HIV/AIDS with their buyers proactively (69%).

Tertiary Target Respondents

o A higher proportion of the TTAs (89%) showed positive attitude about condom use
by the vulnerable groups. Those who opposed condom use by the vulnerable group
mentioned the following as the reason:

¢ Condom use is Islam prohibited (71%)
« Condom campaign will encourage people to do more sinful act (27%)
= People should be abide by the religious rules (11%)

o A wide majority of respondents (87%) had positive opinion about condom
campaign. Radio (86%), Television (87%) and news paper (88%) as a media for
condom campaign was supported by the respondents. TV was most preferred
media {66%) for condom campaign followed by radio {14%).

v ACMielsen Bangladesh
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CONCLUDING REMARKS

ad

The study was conducted to assess the AIDS campaign by SMC during 2003
with three types of target respoendents. By and large, the respondents could
recall the campaign and positive impact was found in their knowledge and
attitude, The primary target respondents found to be aware of the ways of
transmission and prevention of AIDS and they showed positive attitude towards
condom use.

The retailers under study who received training from SMC found to be aware of
AIDS issue and they showed positive attitude towards condom selling to the
vulnerable people. However, there were few retailers who were still hesitant and
felt shy to sell condoms and few of them were somewhat reluctant to sell
condom to young boys.

The tertiary group of respondents, in general, could not recall the two TV spots
aired specially for them. Yet, those who could recall, had reported some benefit
in their lives, e.g., they become aware of the issue, they initiated discussion
with other people about the benefit, etc. However, talking about the ‘lagba
bazee’ campaign in the qualitative study, the tertiary group respondents had
some negative responses. For instance, they did not like the word ‘bhazee’ in
particular, as it relates to “bet’ which is not socially acceptable,

Majority of the tertiary group respondents showed positive attitude towards
condom campaign. Yet, there were few of the religious leaders who strongly
opposed condom selling to young boys and condom campaign with the fear that
it would encourage sexual act and condom use is not allowed in Islam.

v ACNielsen Bangladesh
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

Section I: BACKGROUND

Introduction

Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome or AIDS, caused by Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV), is the most devastating epidemic in human history. The HIV virus kills or
impairs cells of the immune system (body’s defense mechanism), and progressively
destroys the body’s ability to fight infections and certain cancers. After getting infected
with the virus, AIDS usually develops between 2 and 10 years. HIV virus mostly spread
through body fluids e.g., blood, semen, vaginal fluids containing blood (Lamptey, et. al.
2002). When any of these body fluids transmits from an infected individual to an
uninfected person, s/he may get infected with the virus.

Vulnerability of Bangladesh

[_Emhai Pandemic of AIDS

UNAIDS estimated that about 13,000
adult people and children in Bangladesh
were living with HIV infection at the end
of 2002. This yielded an adult prevalence
of 0.1 percent between the ages of 15
and 49,

Recent sentinel surveillance by the
Bangladesh Government reveals that the
high-risk groups such as injecting drug

users (IDUs), and commercial sex
workers (CSWs) have 4% and 2%
prevalence = of HIW respectively.

Bangladesh, being one of the world's
highly densely populated countries, is
highly susceptible to transmission of ALD

o Around Globe: About 37.8 million
people (range: 34.6-42.3 million) are
living with HIV—2.1 million (range:
1.9-2.5 million) of them are children
under the age of 15

a Young People: More than 6,000
young pecople aged 15 to 24 years
old contracts the virus each day, at
the rate of 250 new infections per

hour
O Asia situation: Around 1.2 millien
people acquired HIV in 2004,

resulting an estimated total of 8.2
million people living with HIV
Source: 2004 Report on the Global AIDS
Epidemic f/UNAIDS Fourth Global Report, July
2004

epidemic. v

]

Bangladesh is surrounded by India that has had a sharp increase in the estimated
number of HIV infections. Manipur of India and Myanmar surround Bangladesh
with high prewvalence (50%) of HIY, which indicates that Bangladesh is passing
‘window of opportunity’. Thus without HIV prevention program, Bangladesh is
very vulnerable to HIV/AIDS, which would be disastrous for this poor country,
There are many epidemiolegical and social factors in Bangladesh that could result
in a devastating AIDS epidemic. Among those are significant cross border trade
and movements of population, including the high-risk groups to and from the
neighboring countries, large commercial sex industry with poor condom use,
increasing rate of needle sharing among Injection Drug Users (1DUs), large
number of STI cases, high rate of illiteracy and poverty, and subordinate status of
women (Khan, 2002; Population Council, 2002},

Lastly, in Bangladesh, in spite of the social norms and mores of premarital
chastity, studies have shown notable pre-marital sexual exposure among
adolescents, males and females and more often an unprotected one with
commercial sex workers (Haider et al,, 1997; Rob and Mutahara, 2000-2001). As
social restrictions hinder them from admitting their sexual activity outside
marriage for the fear of social harassment and probable obstacles in future
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marriage; they also do not feel comfortable seeking FP or STI services from
nearby clinics and pharmacies and perceive that providers would be judgmental
and unfriendly to them.

The HIV/AIDS Prevention Marketing Campaign

Social Marketing Company (SMC) is a private non-profit company engaged in the
marketing and distribution of contraceptives, including three condom brands (Raja,
Panther & Sensation}, and injectables called SOMA-JECT.

Bangladesh has the conditions conducive to rapid, widespread transmission of HIV:
transient working populations, intravenous drug users, the wide availability of commercial
sex workers, high rates of sexually transmitted infections, and low condom use rates.
SMC is playing the pivotal role to address the situation as well. SMC enjoys a 71%
condom market share with three brands of condoms in varying stages of their product life
cycle and has a widespread sales and distribution network. SMC has an existing entree
with high-risk targets through the Shurrockkha program with the potential to reach a
broader target by linking with SMC condom sales and marketing activities. Given the
affordability and widespread availability of SMC condoms and the apparent use of SMC
condoms by high-risk HIV groups, there is an opportunity for SMC to capitalize on the
disease prevention market, above and beyond the current outreach initiatives
{Shurrockkha).

SMC, in addition to their various products and traditional sales and marketing efforts,
launched an innovative social marketing campaign during most of 2003 aimed at creating
awareness within a Primary Target Audience (PTA) about HIV/AIDS prevention primarily
through the use of condoms thus generating demand for condoms positioned as preventing
disease. PTAs are men who are sexually at-risk of contracting HIV. In addition, the
campaign also focused Secondary Target Audiences (STA), who are the current and
potential condom retailers in 30-targeted areas of SMC's. HIV/AIDS prevention program
was also aimed at the Tertiary Target Audience (TTA), who are the "key influencer” for the
policymakers.

The campaign for the PTA has screened three cinema spols prepared based on extensive
research’, These three spots addressed misperceptions by the PTA concerning HIV/AIDS
prevention and promotion of “lifestyle benefits" of using condoms during high-risk
sexual activity. The spots were shown at 145 cinema halls in 30 targeted areas with a
high prevalence of commercial sexual activity. The short version of cinema spots also
screened in the satellite TV channels for a very brief time,

Qutdoor media was substantially used in the high-risk areas. The materials used included
billboards, magazine, wall painting, rickshaw signage etc.

As part of the campaign for STA, over 5,000 retailers who did not previously sell condoms
have been trained to generate support about the campaign and reduce inhibitions from
pro-actively selling condoms to the PTA. It is expected that this activity contributed to
increase accessibility and availability of condom in the high-risk areas,

In the above context of information campaign, an impact assessment study was required
to assess the effect of the campaign on the target audiences.

' Another two cinema spots prepared for the PTA were not screened

2 ACHNielsen Bangladesh
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Section II: METHODOLOGY

ACNielsen Bangladesh conducted the study for the following objectives and with the
detailed methodology discussed later.

Study Objective
The study objectives were as follows:

O To examine the impact of PTA campaign among the population of high-risk behavior
who were exposed to the HIV/AIDS prevention campaign.

O To examine the impact of STA campaign among the retailers who received training on
HIV/AIDS prevention to generate support about the campaign and reduce inhibition
from pro-actively selling condoms to the PTA.

O To explore the impact of the tertiary campaign of two TVCs which were screened in BTV
and other satellite channels for substantial time to create awareness among the
tertiary group on HIV/AIDS prevention.

Research Design

To evaluate the impact of HIV/AIDS campaign, both quantitative and qualitative
methods were followed in this study to measure the effectiveness of the campaign.

O Quantitative Survey: The quantitative survey among the target respondents was
conducted  with  appropriate sample size. The task also  included
preparation/finalization and pre-testing of questionnaire, identifying sample size,
train cdata collectors, data collection and ensuring quality control, data editing and
procassing and preparation of report.

O Qualitative Investigation: In addition to quantitative research, Focus Group
Discussions as qualitative technigque were conducted among the target
respondents.

Respondents

The primary target audience included:
Petty traders

Rickshaw pullers

Transport workers

Laborers

Students

Uniformed men

Businessmen

oooodod

The Secondary target audiences were retailers who were provided a training on condom
sell by SMC.

In addition to the primary and secondary target audiences for the HIV/AIDS prevention
campaign, following categories of respondents, termed as tertiary target groups, were
contacted:

Community leader

Religious leaders

GOB officials

Professional Association Member

ocood
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Sample Size and Distribution

Quantitative

Sample Size Sample size was calculated considering 95 percent significant level, Total
sample size for Primary target audience was B10, 302 for Secondary Target Audience
and 400 for Tertiary Target Audience. Total Quantitative sample size would be 1512,

Qualitative

In addition to quantitative data collection, 10 FGDs were conducted among the primary,
secondary and tertiary target audience in order to get the insight views.

Distribution of Sample

The sample distribution for the present study was as follows:

Target Respondents | Sample Size (Quantitative) FGDS
Primary Respondents |
Petty Traders 133 | 1 - |
| Rickshaw pullers 129 | 1
| Transport workers 1 200 1
(laborers " [100 1
| Students 148 o a0 |
| Uniformed men 48
Businessmen . 52 |
Total 810 5 |
Secondary Respondents e I R
Retailer 302 2 i
Total 302 2
Tertiary Respondents .
Community leaders Ihl - . 1
Religicus leaders 150 s g
Professional association | 50
members B .|
GoB officials 49
Total 400 3
Quantitative Total (810+302+400) =1512
_Qualitative (FGDS) Total (5+2+3) =10

Survey Tool

A structured questionnaire for quantitative survey and a checklist for FGD were used.
Survey tools were finalized in consultation with SMC.

Duration of the Survey

The survey continued from June to August, 2005

4 ACNielsen Bangladesh
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CHAPTER TWO

FINDINGS
Section I: RESPONDENTS" PROFILE
Primary Target Audience

A total of 810 respondents among the primary target audience were included in the
study. Seven types of respondents were contacted for the study. Highest number of
respondents was from the group ‘transport workers’ (200} followed by students (147)
and ‘petty traders (133). About one-third of total respondents had secondary level of
education, which was found higher among the petty traders (52%) and uniformed men
(52%). However, about 74% of the students had higher secondary or higher level of
education. By and large, 38% of the total respondents were found unmarried, which was
expectedly highest among the students (94%]).

Secondary Target Audience

A total of 302 retailers were included in the study as secondary target audience. Majority
of them (92%) were found to sell condoms during the time of survey. The average
duration of condom selling by the retailers was about 8 years.

Those who were not selling condom at the time of survey were further asked about the
reasons for not selling condoms. Exactly half of them mentioned ‘people don't come to
buy condom at their shop’ as the reason for not selling condoms followed by 'no supply
of condems’ (25%) and 'feeling shy to sell condoms’ (17%).

The retailers were asked about the benefits of SMC training and by and large all the
respondents acknowledged that they had been benefited thorough the training.
Knowledge of HIV/AIDS was the foremost benefit (97%) according to the retailers, which
was followed by ‘knowledge of STIs' (74%) and now they ‘don't feel hesitant to tell
others to sell condom’ (10%).

Tertiary Target Audience

A total of 400 tertiary target audiences were contacted for the survey and among them
90% were males and 10% were females. The groups of respondents included community
leaders, religious leaders, associate members and government officers.

The media exposure of the tertiary groups indicated that 67% of them watch television
everyday while 74% of them listen to radio less than once in a week. However, 84% of
them reported that they read newspaper daily.

Section IT: KNOWLEDGE OF HIV/AIDS AND STIs
Primary Target groups
Knowledge of HIV/AIDS

Literally all of the total 810 primary target audience was found to heard about AIDS,
which was consistent for all the groups. However, they were further asked to assess
their detail knowledge on AIDS. Majority of the respondents (60%) mentioned that "AIDS
is a deadly disease’ followed by 'death is inevitable for an AIDS patient’ (43%) and "there
is no cure for AIDS’ (27%). The other responses included ‘having sex with CSWs can
cause AIDS' (9%), 'AIDS is a viral disease’ (8%), etc. Similar pattern was revealed

5 ACNielsen Bangladesh
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within the type of respondents. Having sex with CSW causes AIDS was pronounced by
highest proportion of rickshaw pullers (15%) and petty traders (13%).

During the FGDs, the respondents were asked about the same issue to know about their
perception and the responses from the groups of transport workers included:

AIDS is not a contagious disease, it results from unprotected sex.

The symptoms of AIDS are fever, the ‘color of body’ will be different, etc.

Males will become impotent.

People with HIV do not live.

If an AIDS patient gives birth to a child, the child will also have the same disease
because that child is growing up by taking blood from the maother.

a @ % @ =

Transmission of AIDS

The respondents were further asked about the ways of transmission of AIDS and the
responses indicated a higher knowledge about the issue among them. As the way of
transmission, the highest proportion of respondents mentioned ‘if condom is not used
during sex’ (70%) followed by ‘having sex with CSWs' (67%), 'having unprotected sex
with people living with AIDS’ (55%), ‘transfusion of blood from AIDS infected people’
(54%) and 'using syringes or needles used by others’ (38%). The following table further
delineates the type of responses according to the type of respondents.

Table 1: Knowledge (%) Regarding Ways of Transmission of AIDS among PTAs

Ways of | Studen | Day [ Ricksha | Petty “Transpor | Uniforme | Business
transmission of | t5 labors | w Traders | ttraders | d men men
AIDS® Pullers

Unsafe sex with 69 52 44 44 54 67 62
ALDS infected 78 55 33 | 6F 38 52 69
blood transfusion | N . -

Using used 65 19 19 59 24 38 52
needles/syringes . .

Using non- 22 16 13 25 10 25 ' 10
sterilized .
| needles/syringes _

Sex without a7 62 | 69 71 74 69 73
CGndDm - S - . L ed
Sex with CS5Ws 46 63 83 73 73 63 58

Sex with multiple & 10 22 19 22 21 12
_partner = { il
| Total | 147 | 100 130 133 | 200 | 48 52 |

PLWA = People Living with AIDS Virus

CSWs = Commercial Sex Workers

Il

Prevention of AIDS

Being asked about the ways of transmission of AIDS, the respondents were further
asked about the ways through which AIDS can be prevented. The mostly mentioned way
by the total primary target respondents was condom use (86%) followed by avoiding sex
with CSWs (64%), screening blood for AIDS before transfusion (56%) and abstaining sex
with anyone other than spouse (48%). The type of response was somewhat consistent
within the groups of primary target respondents. Table 2 describes the ways of
prevention of AIDS according to the type of respondents.

[ ACNielsen Bangladesh
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perception regarding the ways of prevention of the infections. For instance, as sex was
found to be mostly pronounced reason for STI spread, the most commonly mentioned
ways of prevention included using condom (71%), limit sex with one partner (42%) and
avoid sex with CSWs (42%). Similar information with varying proportion was found
within groups of primary audience.
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Secondary target Audience
Knowledge of prevention of HIV/AIDS/5TIs

The respondents included in the study were asked about the way of prevention from
AIDS. Condom use during every sex as the way of prevention was mentioned by wide
majority of the respondents {92%) followed by ‘screening blood for AIDS virus before
transfusion’ (56%:), 'to avoid having sex with CEWs' (54%)°, "Abstaining sex with partner
other than spouse’ (39%) and 'If it is not possible to use new syringe and needles each
time, it should be sterilized’ (34%).

By and large, almost all of the respondents (96%) had negative response regarding he
availability of treatment of AIDS. When the same retailers were asked about the way of
prevention from STIs, 76% mentioned 'condem use during sex’, followed by "Avoid sex
with CSWs' (45%) and 'limit sex with only one partner’ (37%).

When asked what a person should do if affected by syphilis or gonorrhea, more than half
of the retailers (53%) felt that that they should go to a doctor and 449 felt they should
go to a specialist doctor.

Tertiary Target Audience

Ways of Transmission of AIDS

When asked about the ways of transmission of AIDS,

an overwhelming proportion of them (26%) reported | AIDS will transmit from
that 'unsafe sex with people living with AIDS'. The | door to door!
other responses included the follows: "AIDS js  transmitted  fo
people of all strata of the
= ‘'Transfusion of AIRS infected blood’ (79%) society. This is being
= 'Sex with CEWs' (74%) transmitted  starting  from
* ‘'Using needles or syringe used by others’ {64%) laborers fo Transport
+ ‘'Having sex with more than one partner (46%) workers, brothels. IFf AIDS is
= 'If condom is not used during sex’ (42%) not stopped right now, this
¢ 'Using needles or syringes used by others without | disease will fransmit from
sterilization’ (33%) door to door in this Musfim
¢ 'From mother to child, during pregnancy, delivery | country” - A religious leader
or breast feeding’ (19%). from Jamalpur

Ways of Prevention of AIDS

Regarding the ways of prevention of AIDS, the respondents under tertiary target group
by and large reported of ‘abstinence of sex with partner other than spouse’ [93%),
‘screening blood before transfusion’ (77%), ‘avoid sex with CSWs' (73%), 'use condom
at every sexual act’ (61%) and 'using unused or non-sterilized syringe or needles’
(50%). The table 3 shows the responses according to the type of respondents:

More than 90% of the tertiary group respondents acknowledged that there is no
treatment of AIDS, which was consistent within the types of respondents,
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Table 3: Knowledge (%) Regarding Ways of Prevention of AIDS among TTA

| Ways of Prevention Community Religious Associate Govt,

| of AIDS leaders leaders members officers

| Abstain sex with 91 83 96 96
partner other  than '
spouUse (=) o
Blood screening before 82 74 66 B4
transfusion — | e
Use wunused or non- 54 51 36 53
sterilized syringes | - ;
Use condom at every | 70 35 80 88
SEeX | —

| Avoid sex with CSWs | 72 70 74 88

| Total 151 150 50 49

CSWs = Commercial Sex Workers

Perceived Vulnerable Group of People to Contract AIDS

This group of respondents was asked to know their
perception about the people who are maore
vulnerable to contract AIDS infection. Out of the
total respondents, more than half reported that 'bus
drivers or truck drivers’ (57%) and ‘sex workers'
(18%) were the most vulnerable groups to contract
AIDS/STIs. Lesser proportion  further mentioned
about ‘rickshaw/van pullers’ (7%, ‘day labors’
(7%), 'students’ (3%, etc. as the other vulnerable

AIDS is now in Bangladesh!
"I've heard about HIV AIDS
from media and newspapers.
We know it exited only in
outside  world. Now, we've
came to know that it has come
up to India and Bangladesh.”
A community  leader in
Barishal

groups of people.
Section III: AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDIG OF AIDS CAMPAIGN

Primary Target Audience

With the slogan “Lagba bazee” (let's bet), SMC had broadcasted a series of HIV
campaign through television spots on the television and in the cinema hall and through
an cutdoor media. All the types of respondents were asked to know about their exposure
to these media.

Exposure to the AIDS Advertisement

Qut of 810 respondents, 98% acknowledged that they have seen/heard any of the ads
about AIDS in the last two years. About 7 out of 10 of the primary respondents
mentioned that they have seen AIDS advertisement in the outdoor media while more
than half of the respondents (55%) reported that they have seen others advertise on
AIDS. However, the spot of AIDS advertise about the Cinema Hall was mentioned by
11% of the respondents.

The type of sources for the advertise on AIDS was further assessed and bill board was
found the be the mostly mentioned sources (64%) followed by television {44%), in the
cinema hall (12%), in the backside of a rickshaw ({11%), etc.

Exposure to the AIDS Spot on "Cinema Hall”

Out of 118 total primary respondents, who hawve acknowledged of seeing the spot on

‘cinema hall’, 44% spontaneously reported that the advertisement tells about 'becoming
impotent’ while 29% mentioned that * a boy and a girl go to the cinema hall to watch
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cinema and during the interval of movie a doctor is shown to talk about 5TIs and AIDS".
When the respondents were further directly asked whether they have seen the message
"STI results infertility and impotence”, about all of them (97%) had shown positive
response.

The respondents were also asked about the benefit for them after seeing the campaign
and more than one-third of them (35%) responded that they have become more careful
after seeing the campaign. Less than one-third (27%) further acknowledged that they
use condom during sex while similar proportion (26%) reported they have learned about
STIs. However, a handful of them (2%) admitted that after having seen the campaign
they have stopped having sex with C5Ws,

Moreover, a large proportion of the respondents (77%) positively reported that they had
discussed about the theme of the campaign with someone and for about 99% the person
was their friends to discuss the issue.

Exposure to Outdoor Media

The outdoor media, as expected, was found to be the highly expeosed media for AIDS
campaign among the respondents. The exposed respondents were further asked to
confirm the messages they have seen in the campaign and more than one-third (36%)
spontaneously acknowledged that they have seen the message "Jouno rog-e ache bhay,
Baper beta condom foy”. On the other hand, 30% of the respondents have seen the
message "Lagba bazee” and 22% mentioned of seeing "a boy, a girl and a condom’.

Moreover, the respondents who did not mention about any specific messages from the
advertisements were asked specifically about two messages. After prompting, out of 455
respondents 88% acknowledged of seeing the message “Jouno roger ashe bhoy, baper
beta condom foy” and out of 599 respondents 81% acknowledged of seeing the
messages "Jouno roger rehai nal, condom loiley tension nai”,

All the respondents who have admitted of seeing the ad (spontanecusly and prompted)
have asked about the benefit on themselves after seeing the campaign. Out of 616
respondents the following benefits are most commonly pronounced:

'l have become more conscious’ (38%)

'l have become more careful about STIs' (22%)

'I myself use condom’ (18%)

'T came to know, we need to use condom when having sex’ (14%)

Regarding discussion with someone, near about three-fourths of the respondents (71%)
gave affirmative response and among them 98% had discussed with their friends about
the theme of the campaign.

Tertiary Target Respondents
Exposure to campaigns 'cyclone’ and 'danger signs number 107

SMC broadcasted two television campaigns on AIDS targeting the community decision-
makers and stakeholders. Out of the 400 respondents, 79% acknowledged that they
have seen or heard of any AIDS campaign in the last two years. Among them as a
spontaneous response, the most frequently mentioned campaign was outdoor media
“Lagba Bazee" (43%). Yet, a few of them could spontaneously recall the campaigns
"Danger signal number 10" (6%) and "Cyclone” (5%,

Among the respondents who were exposed to the campaigns were further asked whether

the campaigns benefited them or whether they had taken any initiative to prevent
HIV/AIDS after seeing those. Out of 92 respondents who were exposed to both the
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campaigns "Danger signal number 10" and “"Cyclone”, similar propeortion mentioned that
‘they had become more careful themselves’' (63%) and 'they had told people about the
issue’ (63%).

Regarding taking any initiative to prevent HIV/AIDS, a large majority (74%) showed
positive response abeout taking initiative. These who acknowledged of taking some
initiative, their response included as follows:

‘Informed all about the issue in a meeting’ (49%)
‘Made people aware of the disease’ (34%)
‘Discussed with colleagues at working place’ {9%)
‘Made the relatives living in abroad careful’ {6%)

a & & @

Section IV: INFORMATION ON SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AND CONDOM USE

Primary Target Respondents
Awareness, Sources and Access to Condom

When the respondents were asked what is the other usage of condom other than birth

control, a large proportion could mention ‘prevention of AIDS' {79%) and 'avoiding STIs'
(64%).

Regarding the place to get condom, the respondents were found by and large more
knowledgeable., More than 90% of them responded that it is available at pharmacy
{94%) and stationary shop (90%). However, 39% also mentioned that it is available at
‘betal leaf shop’, 11% mentioned 'family planning center’, 8% mentioned ‘NGO clinic’
and 5% mentioned ‘govt. hospital’ as the place to buy condom.

The perception of respondents regarding accessibility of condom was assessed by a
couple of queries. An overwhelming proportion of them acknowledged that a person of
their age can easily buy condom from a shop (96%) and a lesser proportion responded
negatively that they would face any problem while buying a condom. Yet, 69% of them
admitted that they have suggested someone to use condom to protect from STls.

Table 4: Access to Condom and Suggestion for Condom Use by PTAs (%)

Indicators Students | Day Rickshaw _Pett!_.r Transport | Uniformed | Busines
labors Pullers Traders traders men s men
If anyone of your age go to buy condom at shop, will be able to buy it
Yes [ 86 99  [99 [99 [ 96 Lo .. [l 83
 Whether face any problem during condom buying
Yes [ 5 185 ER e i3 15
| No [58 _ 87 a1 92 | B2 77 67
Whether suggest others to use condom
| Yes [ 72 67 62 78 68 |77z 1s8 |
| Total | 147 i00 | 130 133 200 |48 |52

Exposure to sexual act

The primary target respondents were asked a number of questions to have idea about
the sexual behavior and condom use. Out of the total respondents, 75% were found to
have had sexual experience during the time of the study. The information on sexual
exposure was further analyzed according to the marital status and it was found that
among the 307 unmarried respondents, 36% had had sexual experience during the time
of survey. The following table delineates the information according to the type of
respondents:
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Table 5: Exposure to sexual act (%) by the PTAs

"Indicators Students | Day Rickshaw | Petty | Transport | Uniformed J Busines
e b | labors Pullers Traders | traders | men | s men
Have sexual exposure among the total respondents SER——

Yes | 34 88 90 .. 40 . |62 85 [ 69
Total | 147 100 130 133 |[200 |48 |52
Have sexual exposure among the unmarried respondents

Yes o= R [ 2 = |26 66 42 21
Total 140 i3 19  [54 50 |12 19

Condom Use at First Sex

The respondents were assessed according to their use of condom during the sexual act.
Cut of 607 sexually active respondents, 29% reported that they had used condom during
their first sexual encounter while 70% gave negative response. For those, who used
condom at first sex the reasons for use was as follows:

+ Avoid pregnancy (56%)
¢ Avoid AIDS (249%)
¢ Avoid STI transmission {32%)

On the other hand, those who did not use condom at first sex were further asked for the
reason for non use and the most frequently mentioned reason was lack of knowledge
about the need for condom use (49%). The other reasons included:

Did not feel necessary (21%)

Did not know that diseases transmits through sex without condom {(10%)
Wanted to have child (8%)

Wife takes oral pills (4%)

Last sex and Condom Use

The sexually active respondents
were also enguired about their last | Figure 2. Condom use (%) at last sex with CSWs
sexual partner and condom use. A -

wide majority of them (79%) had PRI Vopiriat i e
had their last sex with their
spouse, another one-tenth Whif e madiman |
mEntiGﬂEd CSWS and Bl}fﬂ ; ottt tctebpcs e e e B _ﬁ,l -
mentioned girlfriend as the sexual ]

partner at last sex. Out of the N sy |

total sexually active respondents, S

39% had positively reported that . pullar fre
they had used condom at last sex, | st e ez i 1)
However, the respondents who e
had last sex with CSWs were o RN — jer
further analyzed according to their L |
condom use and more than 80%

of them were found to have used condom at their last sex with CSWs. The information
according to the type of respondents is shown in the Figure 2.

s 100
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Secondary Target Respondents
Attitude towards Condom Sell and Pro-activeness

During the interview, the retailers were asked a number of questions to assess their
attitude towards condom selling. About 8 out of 10 of the retailers strongly agreed that
during condom selling, salesperson should not differentiate the buyer according to his
marital status. On the other hand, more than one-tenth of them somewhat agreed on
the issue. Similarly, 80% of them strongly disagreed to the statement “should not sell
condoms to unmarried young people and youths”.

However, when they were asked for their opinion on ‘should not sell condom to young
boys’, around half strongly disagreed (51%) and about one-third disagreed (30%). More
than half (52%) of them further had strongly agreed and more than one-fifth (22%)
strongly disagreed that profession of CSWs should be seen with humanity. Literally all of
the retailers agreed upon ‘using condom during sex with CSWs'.

The retailers were also asked to opine on the statement "I don't have any objection to
sell condoms to vulnerable people” and almost all of them agreed to the statement;
strong agreement was found for 90% and somewhat agreement was found for 9% of the
retailers, Moreover, the retailers were asked whether they feel hesitant to sell condoms
and little more than three-fourths of the respondents (76%) strongly disagreed that they
‘feel hesitant to sell condoms’.

To assess the pro-active information dissemination by the retailers to their buyers, they
were asked whether they provide AIDS information to their buyers from their own, near
about two-thirds (64%) had strongly opined positively and 22% had somewhat
agreament on the issue.

On the other hand, 65% of the respondents acknowledged that they encourage other
sellers to sell condoms. A higher proportion of retailers reported that they discuss about
the role of condom for prevention of STls and HIV/AIDS with their buyers proactively
[69%).

Tertiary Target Respondents
Attitude towards Condom Use

The stakeholders and community leaders as a part of the tertiary group of respondents
were asked to know their attitude towards condom use. Qut of 400 respondents, 89%
showed positive attitude about condom use by the vulnerable groups in contrast to 11%
having opposite response. Those who opposed condom use by the vulnerable group were
further asked for the reasons for their opinion, which was as follows:

« Condom use is Islam prohibited (71%])
« Condom campaign will encourage people to do more sinful act (27%)
» People should be abide by the religious rules (11%)

Attitude towards Condom Advertisements

The respondents were asked whether they support campaign of condom use to prevent
HIV/AIDS/STIs to have an idea of their attitude towards condom advertisements. Qut of
the total respondents, 87% opined positively while 13% opposed the issue. They were
further asked to mention the reason for their opinion and the following table describes
the response according to the type of respondents.
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Table 6: Reason for support and non-support for condom campaign among the
TTAs (%)

Reasons Community | Religious Associate | Govt.
~ leaders | leaders members officers
Support condom campaign ) _
It would create 70 64 &9 78 ,
| awareness L - ,
By knowing more 15 11 10 20
people would feel
interested in using ) R =
There is no other way 14 24 18 &
| to prevent AIDS _
It would prevent people 1 2 & 2
from visiting “bad place’ 1 -
| Total | 351 | 350 | so | 4o
Do not support condom campaign -
| More awareness will 20 58 100 -
| cause more sin . , :
Use of condom s a0 52 - -
forbidden in Islam _ | )
| Total | 5 | 45 | 1 | =

Preferred Media for Condom

Campaign [ Figure 3. Preferred media (%) by the TTAs
When the respondents of the tertiary 'mi
group were further enquired about the I
media for condom campaign similar o
higher support was revealed from the I
information. For instance, 86% "
supported radic  campaiagn, 87%
supported TV campaign and 88%
supported news paper campaign for ]
condom use to prevent STIs/AIDS. |ﬁ
| A5
Moreover, they were asked to opine o . il chcwerbes  Bodbokcas
about the best media for condom [ Radio [TV
campaign and TV topped the list of

media with 66% response followed by

radio (14%). The following figure details out the preference for TV and radio according to
the type of respondents.

Section V: CONCLUDING REMARKS

1. The study was conducted to assess the AIDS campaign by SMC during 2003 with
three types of target respondents. By and large, the respondents could recall the
campaign and positive impact was found in their knowledge and attitude. The
primary target respondents found to be aware of the ways of transmission and
prevention of AIDS and they showed positive attitude towards condom use.

2. The retailers under study who received training from SMC found to be aware of
AIDS issue and they showed positive attitude towards condom selling to the
vulnerable people. However, there were few retailers who were still hesitant and
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felt shy to sell condoms and few of them were somewhat reluctant to sell condom
to young boys.

The tertiary group of respondents, in general, could not recall the two TV spots
aired specially for them. Yet, those who could recall, had reported some benefit in
their lives, e.g., they become aware of the issue, they initiated discussion with
other people about the benefit, etc. However, talking about the ‘lagba bazee’
campaign in the gualitative study, the tertiary group respondents had some
negative responses. For instance, they did not like the word ‘bazee’ in particular,
as it relates to 'bet’ which is not socially acceptable.

Majority of the tertiary group respondents showed positive afttitude towards
condom campaign. Yet, there were few of the religious leaders who strongly
opposed condom selling to young boys and condom campaign with the fear that it
would encourage sexual act and condom use is not allowed in Islam.
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